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TAGS: PINT EG 

SUBJECT: SADAT AS TEMPORARY PRIME MINISTER 

REF: CAIRO 18299 

1 . THERE HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLE SPECULATION AS TO 
WHETHER SADAT, IN HIS CAPACITY AS HEAD OF THE NEW 
NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY, WILL BEFORE LONG ASSUME THE 
PRIME MINISTRY PORTFOLIO. VIEWS ARE SHARPLY DIVIDED 

AS TO WHETHER HE SHOULD OR SHOULD NOT DO SO. SOME 
BELIEVE THAT HIS ASSUMPTION OF THE PRIME MINISTRY WOULD 
HELP PROJECT THE IMPRESSION OF THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE 
SITUATION WHICH REQUIRED THIS ACTION AND WOULD THEREFORE 
GALVANIZE THE SLUGGISH BUREAUCRACY TO GREATER EFFORTS. 

OTHERS ARE SKEPTICAL THAT ANYTHING APPRECIABLE CAN BE 
DONE WITH THE BUREAUCRACY AND WARN THAT THE PRESIDENT 
WILL LOSE HIS MINISTERIAL "BUFFER" IF HE DECIDES TO 
HEAD THE CABINET HIMSELF. CABINET SHORTCOMINGS WILL 
THEN BE ATTRIBUTED DIRECTLY TO HIM. 

2. ASKED WHETHER HE BELIEVES SADAT WILL ASSUME THE 
PRIME MINISTRY, VP MUBARAK (WHO IS JOINING THE PRESIDENT'S 
NEW PARTY) TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT THIS IS STILL BEING 
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DEBATED. HE EXPRESSED PERSONAL VIEW THAT SADAT WILL 
ASSUME THE PRIME MINISTRY FOR A MONTH OR TWO AND WILL 
THEREAFTER TURN IT OVER TO ONE OF HIS PRINCIPAL DEPUTIES. 

3. FORMER PRIMIN ALI HIGAZI, WHO IS ALSO CONSIDERING 
ASSOCIATING HIMSELF WITH THE PRESIDENT'S NEW PARTY, EX- 
PRESSED A SIMILAR VIEW TO THE AMBASSADOR A FEW EVENINGS 
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AGO. HE SPECULATED THAT WHEN AND IF SADAT DECIDES TO 
SHED THE PRIME MINISTERIAL MANTLE, FORMER ASU SECRETARY 
GENERAL MUSTAPHA KHALIL SEEMS TO BE THE FRONT RUNNER TO 
ASSUME THE PRIME MINISTERIAL OFFICE. EILTS 
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